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SUMMARY

This special edition of DOLPHIN is an educational
and environmental a dventure story. It tells how a
make-believe dolphin is bringing joy into the lives
of children learni ng to read and write. And then
by looking at life through the antics of a
mischievous, friendly wild dolphin, making both
the young and old aware of the im portance of
looking after the natural world.

The Introduction reveals that the adventure actually began in 1974 when a chance
encounter with a large wild dolphin in the open sea triggered a succession of
investigations by pioneer diver and medical researclscientist, Dr HoraceDobbs, into the
centuries old relationship we have with dolphins, whose brains are as large and complex
as ours.

Dr Dobbs quickly perceived that dolphins lift the human spirit. He then investigated this
observation with a clinical trial. The improvement that swimming with a wild dolphin

brought into the lives of his three subjects set the researcher on a new trailto see if he

AT 01 A OAAAPOOOA OEEO Os$11 PEET wAEEAAOG AT A 1A
A televised demonstration at the Opa University of a large Dolphin Dome based on a
portable planetarium provided incontrovertible evidence that this could be done. A

second successful method, involving a small portable prototype dome, was tried out by

the Head Teacher at a school in MiltoilKeynes to the cheering delight of his young pupils
who crowded into the school hall.

When Dr Dobbs founded the norprofit organisation International Dolphin Watch (IDW)
in 1978 he immediately sought ways of protecting dolphins and spreading word of the
need for conservation - not just of dolphins - but of all endangered species on our planet.

To awaken awareness in children of the vulnerability of dolphins Horace created a
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style and spirit in a series of easyto-read books with the help of his artist friend Rico.

Dilo then became a major character in another project Dr Dobbs dubbed IDEAL

(Integrated Dolphin Education And Learning) which was taken up by the Dik®olphin-

Group in Germany and the Delfino Group in the Czech Republic.

The IDEAL concept also inspired a head teacher to organise a Dolphin Arts and Drama
Festival for a cluster of schools in England in June 2010 that was attended by two
representatives (Val and Dana)from the Czech Delfino Group, who, upon their return
home, received accreditation for IDEAL and pressed ahead with their plans to include
Dilo in a government scheme to promote book reading in schools in 2012.

The Delfino Group also arranged for an IDW grquto visit them in June 2011 to see how
IDEAL methods were being incorporated into teaching programmes in Czech schools.

This highly successful event, dubbed The Dilo Dolphin Road Show, came to aesyplid
conclusion inthe Michnuv Pala@ in Prague when thefamous Czech TV personality and
dedicated conservationistJaroslav DusekcelebraODAA OEA OAl AGESEAA OAE (
6 AOT AnET EAR T 184HeWhirdDilo book to be published in Czech.

At the closure of the tour Horace Dobbs announced that the €Ezh Republic was leading

the world in the introduction of the joy and playful spirit of the dolphin into education z
starting with the proven ability of dolphin stories to encourage youngsters

to want to read and write.
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INTRODUCTION

by
HORACE DOBBS

Two momentous occaions that hang heavy in the living
memory and minds of many Czechs are the occupation o
their country by the Russians and the devastating floods
of 2002.

A remarkable Czech woman whose life has been hugel
influenced by these hisbric events isValpurgaHozakova

Horace Dobbs in
Liberec
When she retired after years of teaching and|
management in the Czech Education ServigeValpurga
set herself four topics to convey to the up and coming
generation:

1. The importance of living in harmony with nature.

2. The importance of education, espcially reading
and writing.

3. The importance of friendship with neighbouring
countries.

4. The value of freedom

ValpurgaHozakova

Valpurga was stimulated to pursue these aims when she heard about IDEAL, an approach to educa
pioneered in Germanfghown below)hat was not based solely on the assimilation of facts but included the
introduction of joy, fun and creatty into lessons at home and in the classroom.
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